KAUA‘I PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
August 13, 2019

The regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the County of Kaua‘i was called to order by
Chair Sean Mahoney at 9:25 a.m., at the Lihu‘e Civic Center, Mo‘ikeha Building, in meeting
room 2A-2B. The following Commissioners were present:

Mr. Sean Mahoney
Ms. Glenda Nogami Streufert
Mr. Roy Ho
Ms. Donna Apisa
Mr. Kimo Keawe

The following staff members were present: Planning Department — Director Kaaina Hull,
Chance Bukoski, Jody Galinato, Dale Cua, Romio Idica, and Planning Commission Secretary
Leslie Takasaki; Office of the County Attorney — Deputy County Attorney Nicholas Courson;
Office of Boards and Commissions — Administrative Specialist Anela Segreti, Support Clerk
Arleen Kuwamura

CALL TO ORDER

Chair Mahoney: Called the meeting to order at 9:25 a.m.
ROLL CALL

Planning Director Mr. Kaaina Hull: Good Morning Chair and members of the Commission.
Um, first order of business is roll call. Commissioner Apisa?

Ms. Apisa: Here.

Mr.Hull: Commissioner Keawe.

Mr. Keawe: Here.

Mr.Hull: Commissioner Streufert.
Ms. Nogami Streufert: Here.

Mr. Hull: Commissioner Ho

Mr. Ho: Here.

Mr. Hull: Chair Mahoney

Chair Mahoney: Here.



Mr. Hull: You have a Quorum, Mr. Chair.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mr. Hull: The next agenda item is approval of the agenda. The Department would request that,
you guys have a series of Zoning Amendments concerning additional rental units. And because
of agenda construction they had to be placed in order but the Department would recommend, so
they can all be heard together, that 3.a and 3.b., be moved after 4.b., as well as the
communication J.1., be moved after 4.b. The Department will stand by their recommendation to
amend the agenda.

Chair Mahoney: Okay. Chair will entertain a motion to amend the agenda.

Ms. Nogami Streufert: I move to amend the agenda as noted by the Planning Department.
Chair Mahoney: Is there a second?

Ms. Apisa: Second.

Chair Mahoney: It’s been moved and seconded. Any discussion? Hearing none, all in favor,
signify by saying, aye. Aye. (Unanimous voice vote). Opposed? (None). Motion carried. 5:0.
Thank you.

MINUTES of the meeting(s) of the Planning Commission

Mr. Hull: The next is agenda item D., minutes, you have the meeting minutes for June 25"
2019.

Ms. Apisa: Motion to approve the minutes.

Ms. Nogami Streufert: Seconded.

Chair Mahoney: Ok, It’s been moved and seconded. Any discussion? Hearing none. All in
favor, signify by saying, aye. Aye. (Unanimous voice vote). Opposed? (None). Motion
carried. 5:0. Thank you.

RECEIPT OF ITEMS FOR THE RECORD (None)

Mr. Hull: Next E. Receipt Items for the Record. We have no receipt of items for the record.



HEARINGS AND PUBLIC COMMENT

Continued Agency Hearing

There was no continued agency hearings

New Agency Hearing

Class IV Zoning Permit Z-IV-2020-1 and Use Permit U-2020-1 to construct a new
branch office building and associated site improvements on property located within
Kilauea Town, situated immediately across the Kilauea Post Office facility and
immediately adjacent to the Kilauea Lighthouse Center, along the northern side of the
Kilauea Lighthouse Road/Keneke Road intersection, further identified as Tax Map Key:
5-2-005:023, and affecting a portion of a larger parcel containing approx. 179.439 acres
= Gather Federal Credit Union. [Director’s Report received 7/23/19.]

Mr. Hull: Uh, first agenda Item is 2.a, New Agency Hearing for Class IV Zoning Permit Z-IV-
2020-1 and Use Permit U-2020-1 to construct a new branch office building and associated site
improvements on property located within Kilauea Town, situated immediately across from the
Kilauea Post Office facility and immediately adjacent to the Kilauea Lighthouse Shopping
Center, along the northern side of the Kilauea Lighthouse Road/Keneke Road intersection,
further identified as Tax Map Key: 5-2-005:023, and the applicant is Gather Federal Credit
Union. We have an extensive sign—up list here. The first person signed up is, Tess
Shimabukuro.

Chair Mahoney: Could you state your name for the record please? And you have three minutes
to testify.

Ms. Tess Shimabukuro: Good morning Commissioners. My name is Tess Shimabukuro and I
am the President CEO, of Gather Federal Credit Union. I do have written testimony here that I
will be submitting but I just wanted to touch on a little bit of a, well, points of interest I think for
everyone here today. So Gather is a not-for-profit financial co-operative. We were established
in 1954, when ten pineapple farmers found it necessary to pull their resources together and come
up with micro loans to support their businesses. Fast forward sixty-five years later, we have five
branches that are pretty much located throughout the island from Waimea to Kapaa. And we
service about thirty-five thousand members with about five-hundred twenty million dollars in
assets. And we are here today to ask for the Planning Commission to grant a Use Permit for our
Property that we are planning to purchase in Kilauea. We have approximately twenty-seven
hundred members that live on the North Shore, about seventeen-hundred of them live directly in
the Kilauea area. Earlier I submitted about sixteen hundred signatures to the Planning
Department and and these are signatures of support for our office, we then had collected nearly
two hundred more signatures. Late, just as a little bit of history. Late in the 1960°s we were then
called Kauai Community Federal Credit Union actually merged with Kilauea Plantation Credit
Union after the Plantation Closed. And we serviced that area on a part-time basis until it
became a little bit too dangerous because of the volume of cash that we had to manage was
posing a security issue so we stopped that service. Our roots have been in the community for
sixty-five years, and we are more than ever now committed to nurturing that community as well.




Although we live in this digital age, you know, we also feel that we are very home grown values
and that building a branch in Kilauea is also going to help us cultivate more relationships out
there. We are presently already out in Kilauea in the sense that we are in the community, we
work with Kilauea school, we’ve been there for about three years, and we would also like to
expand that to other schools in the area. The Proposed site for the Credit union, we fill is very
conveniently located within the town of Kilauea. It is across of the Post Office adjacent to the
Kilauea Lighthouse Shopping Center as well and it’s also the location that makes it conducive to
walking and biking rather than driving in that area. Um, on August 6™ we did get invited to the
Kilauea Neighborhood Association meeting, where we pro, we showed them the proposal of our
site and our plans also, give testimony about the project and solicit feedback. At the meeting
there was one neighbor who is—

Mr. Hull: Three minutes Mr. Chair.

Chair Mahoney: Okay, excuse me it’s three minutes but as an applicant you know, maybe we,
the Director might be able to clarify.

Ms. Shimabukuro: Oh, sorry.

Mr. Hull: Because we understand you are here with the applicant itself. Will you be presenting
with the application as well?

Ms. Shimabukuro: Sorry. Yes.

Mr. Hull: Yes, so I mean, because at that time you don’t have any time limits. You as the
applicant can come up here and testify and the Commission will through essentially a dialogue
with you presenting the application.

Ms. Shimabukuro: Oh, okay, okay.

Mr. Hull: And we will just make that clarification for anybody else that signed up. If they are
just here to speak in support or opposition or concerns that have signed up indeed, you have been
afforded this opportunity now. However, your part of the actual petition itself, you will be
afforded a time later-on, on the agenda in which discussion will be had with the actual applicant.

Ms. Shimabukuro: Okay. Sorry about that.

Mr. Hull: Thanks Tess.
Chair Mahoney: Thank you, thank you for your testimony.
Mr. Hull: Next up is Terri Kaniho.

Ms. Terri Kaniho: Good morning and aloha. My name is Terri Kaniho. Sorry I am a little bit
nervous here, first time. Um, I’m an employee of Gather Federal Credit Union and this
November I make 24 years working at the credit union. I started as a teller in Lihue and I have
had the opportunity to work in operations in all of our branch locations, Kapaa through Waimea.
My position now is the Marketing Manager. As I manage the credit unions community events,
public relations, promotion, and so forth. My testimony today is to share the love and the
passion that I have for what our credit union does for our island communities that we work and



live in. I am very proud for company who continuously works hard towards strengthening the
financial wellbeing of our members, the business, and our island communities. Everything
Gather does is for the betterment of others. Our off, we offer options, tools, knowledge, and
connections to help people succeed. Our management and leadership team works hard at
keeping our credit union safe and sound. The decisions are always based on “what’s in it for the
member.” We are community we are always there to help whether it be financial assistance
offering financial literacy or volunteer work. We support a number of organizations island wide
such as non-profits, youth sports, the hospitals, public schools, charter schools, the food banks,
Habitat for Humanity, tourism industries, and so many more. I do not live or work in the North
Shore but after working with the people in the community and having a relationship with Kilauea
through our Banking Bus Program, it’s our kids savings program for the past three years. I
believe a more prominent and full-time presents in the Kilauea location would be beneficial to
our members and potential members, as our goal is to be accessible and available for all of
Kaua’i. Mahalo.

Chair Mahoney: Thank you for your testimony.

Mr. Hull: Next up is, next up is Melanie Agayan.

Chair Mahoney: So could you state your name for the record, please? And you have three
minutes for your testimony. Thank you.

Ms. Melanie Agayan: Hi, my name is Melanie Agayan. And I also work for Gather Federal
Credit Union. And I am the Branch Manager at our Kapaa location. So I have been with the
Credit Union for sixteen years now and it has been a constant demand from our members who
live, works, and have friends and relatives up north to have a branch office up there. Just last
week one of our members who lives in Kilauea, told me that their lives would be much easier if
we have a branch in Kilauea especially, her elderly parents who can no longer drive far. A
branch in Kilauea will make them feel independent again because they will no longer, the will be
able to do their banking on their own due to the shorter commutes. So please consider our
petition to build a branch up in Kilauea. It would really help the community up there to have a
branch there so they can go in whenever they want to they don’t have to go through traffic every
day at our Kapaa location. Thank you.

Chair Mahoney: Thank you for your testimony.
Mr. Hull: Next speaker is Stephanie Kawamura.
Chair Mahoney: So could you state your name for the record, please?

Ms. Stephanie Kawamura: Hi. My name is Stephanie Kawamura. Um, I’ve been working at
Gather Credit—

Chair Mahoney: Will you speak a little louder please?

Ms. Kawamura: I’ve been working at Gather Federal Credit union for six years. I actually do
live in Kilauea. Um, I was raised there as well, so I live there my whole life. Um, I do have two
testimonials also from family that live in Kilauea, which I can submit. Um, but it would be very
useful to have branch in Kilauea. A lot of my neighbors have been around since the plantation




and they can’t get around as well anymore. And whenever I see anybody, they are always asking
me, when we can get a branch out there because they have a hard time getting out through the
Kapaa traffic or having their family members bring them out. A lot of them would be walking
over to the branch, so a lot of them are in support of this as well. Thank you.

Chair Mahoney: Okay. Thank you for your testimony.
Mr. Hull: Next speaker is Stephanie Brown.

Chair Mahoney: Okay. Same could you state your name for the record, please?

Ms. Stephanie Brown: Aloha. Good morning. My name is Stephanie Brown. I am the Business
Development Manager for Gather Federal Credit Union. I just started in March but I live in
Kilauea and have for the last forty years and have been a member of Gather Credit Union for the
last twenty years. Both my children have accounts with Gather Federal Credit Union and have
for many years. As a mom working on the North shore and as a coach and as a team mom for
various youth sports over the years in the community. I can’t tell you how many times I’ve
missed making deposit at the credit union when it was choice between dropping my child off at
sporting event or rushing through Kapaa to make a deposit. I can’t tell you how many times we
were under a little tight budget during the weekend because I did choice my children and putting
my family first over rushing through Kapaa. Many times in my life I’ve had to choose between
battling Kapaa traffic. I’'m a believer that the Kilauea branch office for Gather Federal Credit
Union would help increase the quality of life for over one thousand-seven- hundred members
that live in Kilauea. That’s one thousand-seven- hundred less cars that need to leave Kilauea to
journey to Kapaa and to Journey back. Um, and for more than twenty- seven-hundred members
that live on the North shore. The location of the Kilauea branch across from the Post Office is
both ideal and convenient. I envision moms and dads being able to walk or ride bikes with their
children to their sporting events or afterschool activities and then being able to walk or ride bikes
right across street to take care of their financial needs with Gather. What a dream this would be,
this would have been, sorry, to think that I could have been walked or biked to the Gather Branch
than go across the street to the Post Office and take care of my responsibilities and then go next
door to get a few groceries, and then right next door to great cup of coffee. The Kilauea
community is a special type of community, we are kid friendly, we are pet friendly, at any time
you can see so many children walking to the gym, like I did or walking to the Parish hall or the
Menehune Food mart like I did. So it’s a safe community and I just feel that a branch within the
community would enable the community to be a part of the heartbeat of Kilauea to be a part of
that town and to enable parents to have a healthy, and happy, and easy lifestyle. So I hope that
you approve this thing. Thank you so much.

Chair Mahoney: Okay. Thank you for your testimony.

Mr. Hull: Next we have Jenna Garcia.

Chair Mahoney: Could you state your name for the record, please?

Ms. Jenna Garcia: Hi. [ am Jenna Garcia and I am also from the North shore of Kauai but I
recently moved three years ago to Kapaa. But, growing up I did have a Credit Union account
and speaking on behalf of my family that still lives on the North Shore it would benefit them so
they wouldn’t have to fight our dearly loved Kapaa traffic. And, yea, it would just make




everything easier especially because we are just able to put a ATM down in Ching Young and to
actually have a facility on the North shore would help all the wonderful families down there to
better accommodate their schedules. Thank you.

Chair Mahoney: Thank you.
Mr. Hull: Next we have Kendra Inanod.

Chair Mahoney: Okay, Kendra you’re on so could you clarify your name for the record, please?
Thanks.

Ms. Kendra Inanod: It’s Kendra Inanod. Um, I work for Gather Federal Credit Union for the
past eleven years. Worked at the Kapaa branch for nine years. I have worked with a lot of North
Shore members and I feel their frustration and seen their frustration in making it at the very last
minute. Sometimes we are even closed and them knocking on the door, trying to get their
banking, especially on Friday’s. I just feel that if we do and were able to open up the Kilauea
branch it will just alleviate a lot of the traffic in Kapaa and just be really you know, work for the
community. It will work out best especially, also, people that work out on the North shore that
live in Anahola and in Kapaa, that would be just you know, one stop shop and go home early to
their family and get dinner ready and it would just make life easier. So I do have some
testimonials, letters that I will submit from residents of the North shore and people that do live
out and work out on the North shore also that I will be submitting to you folks. Thank you for
your time.

Chair Mahoney: Thank you.
Mr. Hull: Next we have Nick Hill.
Chair Mahoney: Could you state your name for the record, please?

Mr. Nick Hill: Sure. Good morning. My name is Nick Hill. I am also a resident of Kilauea,
grown up there for many years. I actually own the house that will be directly behind and almost
adjacent to the proposed site. Um, I am not against the Credit Union coming to Kilauea. In fact,
a while back there was a petition that went around and I signed that petition. I’ve talked to a lot
of people in the community that say that it would be very convenient and I agree with a lot of the
testimony that have been said and the convince that it would afford a lot of our citizens. Um, I
did not, however, educate myself on the proposed plan and the added density and commercial
development that would create. Um, the concern that I have is that we have just had the
Lighthouse Village go into place in our neighborhood. We are basically neighbors with them
now. I understand that there is some talk of another credit union that would be a possibly
coming into the Lighthouse Village. And I question if that would be an opportunity that Gather
would be able to explore? Which maybe would alleviate the development of commercial
property in that area. We have had a lot of development, the infrastructure has not been updated.
When the lighthouse project was proposed, we were told that the road Ala Namahana Road,
would go all the way to Kuhio Highway. I understand that there is some private landownership
issues there that need be addressed. But what we are doing is creating more density in a very
small area and I don’t know if we are ready for that yet without additional road infrastructure put
in. I think that there is a lot of questions that need to be answered about the project and



concerns that need to brought up and I would look forward to addressing and discussing those
concerns before we move forward with the project. Thank you for letting me speak.

Chair Mahoney: Thank you for your testimony.

Mr. Hull: Next we have Kaleo Perez Jr.

Chair Mahoney: Could you state your name for the record, please?

Mr. Kaleo Perez Jr.: Good Morning. Um, my name is Kaleo Perez Jr. I'm the Vice President for
Human Resources for Gather Federal Credit Union. I was the former Branch Manager for Kapaa
branch when this project was first started about three years ago. And a I’m just going to echo
what my colleagues said you know, we really want to be a partner with the Kilauea community.
It’s been many members that they a try to come in after their work day to cash their paychecks
and you know, they get stuck in traffic. We feel like having a branch in their community would
help with their quality of life and really we want to be a part of their schools and financial
literacy as well. We open a lot of business accounts and we also help with kids that move away
to college that need checking accounts for their parents to help funnel money in so they can pay
for food and tuition and things like that. So we humbly ask for your support in helping us build
our branch out there.

Chair Mahoney: Thank you for your testimony.

Mr. Hull: Next we have Mic Garcia but I see Mic saying his not going to testify. So I will take
Mic Off. The next is Mel Kay.

Chair Mahoney: Could you state your name for the record, please?

Ms. Mel Kay: Mel Kay. I don’t live in Kilauea and I am not against the development of the
Federal Credit Union. But I took a look at the families that are going to be impacted and I went
by the cul-de-sac and I spoke to the family that is right there and they had said that it would
basically, the parking lot would go straight up pretty much like ten feet away from their door,
from their back windows. And a I had seen that impact that these commercial developments are
having on the residences and the families. And I think that changing the way that the
architecture, no disrespect to the architects. But the way that everything is being planned an
build perhaps maybe creating a buffer zone and keeping that buffer zone so that there is not so
many cars backing up into these peoples private homes. And also, another thing is I don’t feel
the need for, that there is a need for all of these drive through. I have never seen any other bank
except for Gather with a drive through. First Hawaiian bank, they have all gotten away from not
having a drive through and it just kind of takes up unnecessary space. So you know, if there was,
maybe if the building could be in the back rather than the cars in the back when they drive
through. These people are going to be really affected and impacted you know, the quality of life
and I am sure the value of their homes will go down because there is going to be a lot of people
coming in and out. And so I just, as a family, I mean a community member and I care about this
island and we are all in this together. I think that maybe re-thinking the way in which the
architecture has gone. And there is no solar panels, I just thought I’d put that out there, no
rainwater catchment, or anything to stop the drainage of waste water or run-off from rain. I think
maybe a little bit more thought—



Mr. Hull: Three minutes Mr. Chair.

Ms. Kay: That’s it. Thank you.

Chair Mahoney: Okay. Thank you for your testimony.

Mr. Hull: And the last signed up we have Kenneth Carvalho.

Mr. Kenneth Carvalho: Good morning for the record. Kenneth Carvalho. We are the property
owners that are going to be impacted the most. I have a map here that I can share with you to
show you the proximity of how we will now have two parking lots that we have to deal with.
One from the adjacent property that has just been developed and now this new development that
they are proposing. Which would be ten feet from our master bedroom, their parking lot. I, it’s
a positive thing for the thing but now it’s in my back yard. That’s the problem that I am having,
it’s in my back yard and I wouldn’t think that any of you would want a parking lot directly in the
back of your house. If this does go forward, is there any way we can flip this thing around? So
that the parking lot is in front instead of in the back, than we don’t have to deal with the traffic
coming in and out all day, every day. Because they will have some type of kiosk that will be in
there, so you will have traffic all day, even when they are closed, an ATM. So we have to deal
with that also. I've spoken with Tess and there a, people that have drawn this up and they plan
on working with us. But I still would like to see this thing flipped around. I really don’t want
another parking lot in my back yard. We are dealing with other developments and any other type
of restrictions that you guys can see to help us because we are impacted the most. Thank you.

Chair Mahoney: Okay. Thank you for your testimony.

Mr. Hull: Is there anybody else in the public who would like to testify on this agenda item?

Chair Mahoney: The clerk will come and get that from you, yeah. Thank you.

Mr. Hull: Seeing no further testimonies on the Chair, the Department will recommend closing
the agency hearing.

Ms. Nogami Streufert: I move to close the agency hearing.

Ms. Apisa: Second.

Chair Mahoney: It’s been moved and seconded to close the agency hearing. Any discussion
further? Hearing none. All in favor, signify by saying, aye. Aye. (Unanimous voice vote).
Opposed? (None). Motion carried. 5:0. Thank you.

Mr. Hull: For the members of the public that are for Gather so what, the action that just
happened in essentially the agency hearing was to allow public testimonies to occur for the
Commission to hear you folks. But the actual agenda item where the petition is discussed and
debated amongst the Commissioners happens later on in the agenda. So if you folks want to
stick around for that that happens later on in the agenda. But that was just afforded so testimony
can be taken. Now the Commission moves on to other agenda items and later on in the agenda
we will hit the Gather application. So next on the agenda we have down to

New Public Hearing




Zoning Amendments ZA-2020-1 to amend Zoning Conditions in Ordinance No. PM-
2004-370, relating to zoning designation at Kukuiula, Kauai, further identified as Tax

Map Key: 2-6-003: Por. 001, 004, 021, 023, Por. 031, and Por. 032; 2-6-004: 017, 038,
and 045; 2-6-011: 013 through 016 2-6-015: 001and 006 and affecting a total land area
of 1,002 acres= County of Kauai.

Mr. Hull: So next on the agenda we have down to 4.a., Zoning amendment ZA-2020-1 to amend
Zoning Conditions in Ordinance No. PM-2004-370, relating to zoning designation at Kukui’ula,
Kaua’i, further identified as Tax Map Key: 2-6-003: Por. 001, 004, 021, 023, and Por. 031, and
032; 2-6-004: 017, 038, and 2-6-011; 013 through 016; 2-6-015: 001 and 006, and affecting a
total land area of 1,002 acres, the is the County of Kauai. Dale Cua is our Planner on this.

Dale Cua will be providing the report on behalf of the Department.

Staff Planner Dale Cua: Good morning Chair and members of the Commission. I will go
through the Directors Report and just summarize highlights of the report if you guys are okay
with that.

Chair Mahoney: Is there any questions for the Planner from any member of the Commission?

Ms. Nogami Streufert: Yes. Could I ask a question?

Chair Mahoney: Yes.

Ms. Nogami Streufert: Is this isn’t the VDA is that correct, the Visitor Destination Area?

Mr. Cua: I believe the park is outside of it.
Mr. Hull: It’s outside of the VDA.

Ms. Nogami Streufert: Outside.

Mr. Hull: Yeah, so just some background. The applicant is the County of Kauai. Essentially,
when we took a look at it and we have been throughout the island is looking at avenues in which
we can address the housing crisis essentially. You guys have seen a barrage of policy changes
this past year concerning removing what our governmental barriers to housing. Affordable local
housing, housing in town cores throughout the island, in Lihue, in Waimea, and what have you.
And what you actually have on the agenda later on is a series of Amendments that are proposed
to incentivize additional rental units. Which are also in that local work force housing but within
you know, individual property owner areas. To incentivize the construction to reduce things like
the FRC, to reduce waste water hook ups, and all too somewhat, hopefully, compel small land
owners. Not only have we afforded in our ability to build these new units for say, Kupuna who
want age in place or students coming home from the mainland that want to live here. But now to
actually look at waiving fees that can be substantial in nature such as, the FRC, which can be
seventeen thousand dollars or the waste water hook up which can be four or five thousand
dollars. Looking at was that the County can adjust and help out individual property owners in
this housing crisis. In looking at this particular parcel, the County has embarked in past few years
in using some of its land assets to provide affordable housing units. You folks saw it in
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Princeville, you folks saw as well as the Rice Camp development that happened here in Lihue for
Senior Housing as well as what’s going on with Lima Ola in Ele’ele. A huge part of providing
housing is the cost of land. Cost of construction is fairly high here in Hawaii and a lot of that is
something we can’t control. But where we can, essentially chip away and look at avenues where
we can reduce the cost is looking at our land assets. And we began looking at among other
things in this particular scenario, a land that was slated to be a park. The, in the grand scheme of
things, the County of Kauai has twice as many parks as any municipality in America that has our
population. It is something that our own Parks Department has problems keeping up with
because it has been a formula in which when developments come on line. These new parks are
created and um, the Parks Department has to fold them into their assets whether or not there in
the long range plan of the Parks Department. The proposal here before you folks looks at having
Kukui’ula, the land owner maintain this park once it’s essentially created. But like I said the
Department, not just the Department, the Planning Department, the Housing Agency, and the
County Administration overall is trying to look at its avenues where we can use our land assets
to potentially provide for our affordable housing. So the proposal is to take what was originally
established for park purposes, it has to be used for park purposes to amend the ordinance to say
that it will be taken out of the Parks Department domain and put in the Housing Agencies
Domain and then the Housing Agency will have the ability to either look at putting affordable
housing on that property. Um, and that is the proposal in a nutshell. I would say that over the
past week or so that Department has gotten a considerable amount of testimony in opposition to
this particularly from the Koloa community. And I think when we go into the public comments
section you guys are going to hear some of that opposition and the Department is in no way
attempting to move quickly on this. We were a little surprised about the amount of opposition
given that you know, there has been a very clear mandate to put housing, to address the housing
crisis. But it’s an honest discussion we are about to have here after with the public comments as
far as, what does the community want to to weigh? A potential park being put in place verses
housing. There is a desire to have all of it, right? The County only has so much to work with
though. So if you have any further questions for the Department? Otherwise, I would
recommend taking a public testimony and hearing what the community has to say.

Ms. Nogami Streufert: I have one additional question. A there was one agency, I’m not sure
which one as I was looking towards, through my notes. It said that Knudson Park is in the area -
and has been underutilized. That was one of the rational for changing this designation from park
to residential. Can you address that one?

Mr. Cua: It was an agency comment?

Ms. Nogami Streufert: I believe it was an agency comment that Knudson Park was already
underutilized and it was in the area.

Mr. Hull: We can get further assessment from the Parks Division as well. I believe they
submitted a preliminary comment, we anticipate more comments coming from them in the future
as well.

Ms. Apisa: Yes, I think that comment was in Mr. Cua’s Report also.

Mr. Hull: I think we can return to that while Dale is looking into that. Um, are there any other
question that the Commissioners have for the Department at this time? Yeah. Then the
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Department will recommend taking public testimony at this time. And we have a sign-up list as
well over here.

Chair Mahoney: Okay. So for public please state your name for the record and I will probably
remind everybody that you have three minutes.

Mr. Hull: First, we have Tessie Kinnaman.

Ms. Tessie Kinnaman: Good Morning. Tessie Kinnaman for the record. I would like to
acknowledge a former college of yours Louie Abrams, who was very adamant about these
Conditions and I am not surprised that you have such a response from the Koloa community. I
do have the Ordinance here from fourteen years ago. Let me read Condition No. 15, as
represented the applicant shall develop, dedicate, and perpetually maintain a twenty acre active
regional community park within the project as shown in “Exhibit ZA-1” and titled, “Conceptual
Community Park Plan” the improvements to be provided by the applicant. This shall include
multi-purpose fields that accommodate baseball, football, soccer as well as pavilions. The
applicant shall dedicate the park to the County upon completion of the improvements. The
applicant shall enter-in to a maintenance agreement with the County for the maintenance of the
park. No. B, the applicant shall continue the concept of a hundred foot buffer on the makai side
of Lawai Road, west of Lawai Beach Resort for development into beach parking and pedestrian
bike paths. If a golf course is developed along Lawai Road, the hundred foot buffer may not be
provided however, pedestrian and bicycle trails for Lawai Road shall be provided, and that is
from the Harbor to Sprouting Horn Road. As represented in No. C, as represented, the
application shall provide a comprehensive pedestrian and biking trail system throughout the
project, which they are doing and have been continuing on. No. D, very important. We need it
now, dedicate it. The applicant shall dedicate a minimum of twenty foot wide lateral beach
public easement access along Kukui’ula Bay shore front. Applicant shall also develop and
dedicate to the County and perpetually maintain the properties identified as TMK: 2-6-001: 013,
014, 015, and 016, as a public park. The (inaudible) shall not have the option of moving the
existing structures that are on which has already been done years ago. Improvements my include
(inaudible) boat launch, ramps, additional parking, pavilions, landscaping shade trees, shower
facilities, and a playground area. The specific improvement shall be dedicated to the County
Parks Division in consultation with all stakeholders including the community, the applicant, and
neighbors surrounding process. As, speaking as, as talking about twenty acre park, dedication of
the twenty acre park shall satisfy the dedication requirements of the Section 92.8 case of the
County Code. And we would like to see that, at least I would like to see that park start being
worked on as soon as they are done with the plumbing with the connection with the housing
development that they are doing now. Ad so—

Chair Mahoney: Okay, can you summarize your testimony please.

Ms. Kinnaman: Sure. I ask that you not approve this applicant, and as an aside, also that there is
a gated community coming up in that, in their development and I would like the Planning
Department to go ahead and check on that cause it’s on the upper side of the, at the end of their
project that they are working on. They are always moving things around there, it’s off of Ala
Kukui—

Chair Mahoney: Could you wrap it up please.
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Ms. Kinnaman: Thank you.
Chair Mahoney: Thank you for your testimony.
Mr. Hull: Next we have—

Ms. Kinnaman: Oh, I’m sorry. Those maps I have there if you could take a look at it, it will
hopefully help you.

Chair Mahoney: Thank you.

Mr. Hull: Next we up it’s a little illegible, Gary, Ide? Id? Gary? Oh, he had to leave? Okay.
Next up is Kepa Kruse.

Chair Mahoney: Good morning. Could you state your name for the record, please? And you
have three minutes for your testimony. Thank you.

Mr. Kepa Kruse: Aloha, Commission and Chair. My name is Kepa Kruse. I was born and
raised in Koloa. My great grandfather, great, great, grandfather was the German Engineer that
brought the steam, the first steam plow to Koloa. To the first large scale sugar cultivations, my
family have roots in this town for a long time. Thank you for giving me an opportunity to speak
from the heart. I’d like to humbly offer testimony in opposition of the County’s proposal to
amend Ordinance PM-2004-370 to turn it from a district park into an R-20 Zoning. So as I’ve
grown up, I have seen Koloa change, I moved home to support my community when Koloa
Camp was evicted to create fifty affordable homes that never happened and that was in 2013,
And so, we lost it and we lost a simple way of life that is never coming back. I’d also, like to
state for the record that I am not against affordable housing but I am against broken promises and
failure to follow through. Iunderstand that change is inevitable, the South Kauai Community
Plan is well executed design for the future changes of this special place. It is the guiding
documents for the long range growth and development of the South shore sector of Kaua’i. It
won two American Planning Association Hawaii Chapter Awards in 2015, for outstanding
planning and best practice. Amending this Ordinance directly undermines the trust and the
efforts of the engaged community who spent countless hours drafting the best vision for Kauai’s
future. In this plan Koloa’s vision statement is to maintain its rural feel and historical town feel
by preserving, enhancing, and protecting its vast cultural treasures. Changing the park to an R-
20 Zoning with a form based code overlay provides density that could be deemed extra ordinary.
I mean the highest next zoning is and RR-20, which is resort. I feel like there are other places
where housing are appropriate. I commend the County for addressing ah, the housing need for
this island, but this was always promised as a park. There are already for four housing projects
already in the works 134 units at Koa’e Makana, 100 units at Koloa Village, another 110 units in
the surrounding area. I would like to talk about parks to as well, in this Kaua’i Community Plan,
the parks was the number three on the top five list of feedback from the Kaua’i community. It
was also one of the four entitlements for the development including the Kukui’ula Harbor, the
Lopaka Paipa Pass through, and the Kaua’i Affordable Housing as well. A lot of the people I
have spoken to felt that the park should have been first on this list instead of taking twenty years
for Kaua’i t start. A little bit about parks before my time runs out. Parks are super important;
parks keep community healthy, happy, active, and engaged and safe. The reasons why I think
we have so many parks and a form factor of what that equates to is CBS just awarded Hawaii as
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the healthiest and happiest State in the United States, and maybe that has a correlation to why we
have so many parks. Parks encourage community engagement, it preserves open spaces, it
promotes public health, they support arts and culture, and they help children learn in an
alternative classroom environment. Parks benefit all age groups keikei, adults, kupuna, residents
and visitors—

Mr. Hull: Three minutes Mr. Chair.
Chair Mahoney: Could you summarize please.

Mr. Kruse: Yes, I will. Our current parks are overcrowded and a Koloa/Poipu district Park is
twenty acres and its part of the offset for Kukui’ula’s one-thousand and ten acre residential
community. We don’t own Kauai we belong to it, the ultimate goal is to create a symbiotic
relationship with the place that nourishes us. A park would nourish this community. The Park
was promised twenty years ago, it was planned in 2013, it was celebrated with awards in 2015, I
humbly ask for your integrity and that promises are kept and that this community will be given
the park that it deserves and it needs. Thank you very much.

Chair Mahoney: Thank you for your testimony.
Mr. Hull: Next is Louis Abrams.

Chair Mahoney: Good morning. Could you state your name for the record, please? And you
have three minutes for your testimony. Thank you.

Mr. Louis Abrams: Aloha, members of the Planning Commission. My name is Louis Abrams. I
am here today to provide testimony against the proposed amendment to Section 1 and 2 of
Ordinance No. PM-2004-370, involving the twenty acre parcel within the Kukui’ula Master Plan
Area in Poipu. Many years ago in when I returned home after graduating from college to work
in our long standing family business in Koloa. I personally witnessed the efforts of many
members in the Koloa community especially my father, the late Louie Abrams to get involved in
the future development plans for the Poipu area when it was obvious that the community did not
work together. The south shore of Kaua’i would have been changed permanently for future
generations in a potentially negative way. As many already know, Poipu has long been the
leader and largest destination area on Kaua’i and in 2005, during a good economy there were at
least a half a dozen or more developments applying for approval with the County of Kaua’i. One
of these applicants included the Kukui’ula Project that initially was slated for hundreds if not
thousands of high-end residential homes mauka of Lawai Road. When combining the Kukui’ula
Project with other developments being planned in the Poipu Area there would have been an
explosion of new inventory almost doubling Poipu’s existing capacity in just a few short years.
Many who lived in the south shore region were very concerned about how all of these
development projects. Slated to commence and complete in such a short amount of time could
have altered the Poipu/Koloa area that many of our visitors have come back year over year to get
away from the crowds around the world and even within Hawaii. In addition to that the potential
negative impact to our visitors with overcrowding, the largest concern from our community was,
How would our limited infrastructure in the Poipu are and area still proud to be the largest visitor
area on the island without a single stoplight or intersection handle all of this? Was anyone in
public office or the private developers going to evaluate, compose, fund, and implement the
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necessary infrastructure to support such development in a small area? Unfortunately, the answer
was no. It’s seemed everyone involved cannot see passed the lucrative economic opportunity
and their fingertips to develop what the most, if not the most desirable district destination areas
in the world. It was time for the community to organize themselves and take action into their
own hands. I will never forget showing Mr. Charlier and his associates from his firm in Boulder
Colorado who specialized in innovative approaches to multi-model transportation planning
around the Poipu area with my father. It did not take long for Mr. Charlier to realize that the
potential for gridlock in Poipu if we did not think ahead and simply allow all these new
development to come into existence and simply connect to existing Poipu Roads and
infrastructure. These developments need to contribute their fair share so that developments fit in
instead of just plugged in. Many residents may not know how many months and even years went
into this effort by the south shore community to ensure that our small town would not become a
gridlocked nightmare for locals and visitors alike. In that process one thing that was important to
the south shore community and especially my father, was a public park that would be built and
dedicated back to the County of Kauai. Affordable housing east of Poipu Road was already
included and provides ample local workforce affordable housing for the south shore. It was clear
then and I would like to hope that it is still clear now, that doubling down on the housing plans,
even though it will be labeled affordable, goes against the efforts and intent of those members of
the community who worked tirelessly to find an acceptable balance for the Poipu Area.

Mr. Hull: Three minutes Mr. Chair.
Chair Mahoney: Could you summarize please.

Mr. Abrams: Over twenty years ago when I was a young man I witnessed what this community
and my father went through to fight a responsible, for fight for a responsible south shore post
development. In fact, it was so important to my father that this island have responsible members
involved in government that he himself got involved and ultimately was appointed to this very
commission by Mayor Bernard Carvalho, where he served with honor until his unfortunate
passing in 2016. What do you think my father would be saying today if he was still with us and
serving on this Commission? What message are we sending the youths or those like me who
have many years ahead of us to participate in matters as important as these? If everything that is
worked for over two decades would simply be replaced with short a meeting and signature
overriding what was already agreed to and accepted by the south shore community. Thank you.

Chair Mahoney: Thank you for your testimony.
Mr. Hull: Next up I can’t read the last name but first name Ryan last name begins with a B.

Chair Mahoney: Could you state your name for the record, please? And you have three minutes
for your testimony.

Mr. Ryan Buhk: Thank you. My name is Ryan Buhk, B.u.h.k for the record. Again my name is
Ryan Buhk and I am offering testimony on behalf of our fifth generation Koloa family in
opposition to the County’s proposal to amend the Ordinance. I offer this testimony with Ha’a
ha’a and aloha. The County’s proposal will allow Kukui’ula development to renege on one of
the four contractually promised Conditions that was to have created a twenty-plus acre regional
park in Koloa. This regional park was promised to contain soccer fields, baseball fields, and
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pavilions for our growing community. This regional park was promised to Koloa over twenty
years ago. If anyone cares to remember this regional park was an important part of this very
Department’s award winning South Kauai Community Plan, as KPC cited, that part was
necessary and integral to a healthy community plan. The County’s need for affordable housing
is understandable okay, few get it. One could even say that, that is the most important issue
facing our island. My testimony does not deny this need, we need that. In fact, what I offer is a
win win, Okay? If the developer wants to give the County twenty plus acres to be designated for
affordable housing? Great. But this gift cannot be received in lieu of this developer honoring
their contractual promises. Allowing any developer to circumvent promised Conditions will not
be received well, we have a new generation of what we call “woke citizens” millennials and gen
x’ers who are educated, passionate, and looking for a cause. Okay? Witness Mauna Kea and
what’s going on there, don’t think it can’t happen here. Rumblings of it at Hanapepe. Going
forward County, receive the gift with humility and gratitude, but enforce the Conditions that
were placed upon Kukui’ula that includes their promise to build a regional park which was a
Condition that allowed them to develop their successfully profitable community. County, enforce
the Conditon that agreed to whereby they install a connector road between Poipu Road and Ala
Kalani Kamaka using Lopaka Paipa Boulevard. County, enforce the Condition that the parking
lot at Kukui’ula Small Boat Harbor Park be enlarged and be sure that the amenities that were
promised are fulfilled. I ask this humbly and with aloha. Mahalo.

Chair Mahoney: Thank you for your testimony.
Mr. Hull: Next speaker is Teddy Blake.

Chair Mahoney: Could you state your name for the record, please? And you have three minutes
for your testimony.

Mr. Ted Blake: Aloha Commissioners. My name is Ted Blake. I am totally against this request
by Kukui’ula. It’s been over two decades since Kukui’ula was granted approval for its one
thousand acres of high-end development on Kauai. Kukui’ula development contractually agreed
to four Conditions. Building an affordable housing on Poipu Road that just happened last year
which is twenty years after they signed this document. Twenty acre park develop, turn back to
the County, and maintain in perpetuity, connect a road from Poipu to Koloa through Koloa
Estates, which I am sure you remember. And the last one would be the Kukui’ula Harbor Park.
For twenty-one years Koloa has waited patiently for a regional park with soccer and baseball
fields and for the rest of remaining exemptions to be built, we are still waiting, for twenty,
excuse me, Kukui’ula received the additional upgrades to its original approved plans by
Planning, since, in the last twenty years. All the while the community of Koloa has sit by
patiently and waited, awaited it’s promised park, connector roads, and the community still
extends aloha to Kukui’ula in spite of having to wait for twenty years. The County today, wants
to re-zone the regional park, this land was not given to the County, and this was given to the
Koloa community through the County. The County wants to re-zone it from a regional park to
affordable housing project that, it will, take it away completely from Koloa well affordable
housing is an island and County problem. We are being asked to sacrifice exactions with a major
impact put upoh our community by the County. There has been no discussion with the developer
or the County for this proposition for another site location in Koloa with the same amenities for
what they signed for. Kukui’ula’s tract record is suspect however, on February, on or around
February 6" of this year, former Kukui’ula development project Koloa Estates community
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brought forth a proposal to eliminate one of the four extractions, this is the connector road we
talked about. This body denied that request because it was a contractual agreement, the Planning
Commission has rejected this contractual agreement as part of our, because it’s part of our
circulation plan. The Circulation Plan, I’d like to add, was done, the monies raised for the
Circulation Plan, for the anticipated traffic problems we are going to have in Koloa was raised by
the community and to the tune of eight-hundred thousand dollars. No government help
whatsoever. We knew we were going to be stuck in traffic, we went after the County to fix it, the
developers, and nobody did anything. We did it ourselves having to raise the money and hire
Jim Charlier from Boulder Colorado. This is and I will address this to the Attorney, “legal fiat”
you using the law now to screw—

Mr. Hull: Three minutes Mr. Chair.
Chair Mahoney: Could you summarize please.

Mr. Blake: Character displayed by the developer and County should not be condoned. You
gonna talk the talk, then walk the walk. Thank you.

Chair Mahoney: Thank you for your testimony.

Mr. Hull: Next signed up is Jeri Di Pietro.

Chair Mahoney: Could you give your name for the record, please? And you have three minutes
for your testimony.

Ms. Jeri Di Pietro: My name is Jeri Di Pietro. Aloha Planning Department, Chair, and Planning
Commissioners. I am the president of the Koloa Community Association. I speak to you on
behalf of our Board and our Poipu/Koloa community members. Since the inception and
negotiations for the Poipu A&B land and the Kukui’ula Development we have been attentive to
the agreement for the twenty acre community sports park on Poipu Road. As well as the three
and half acre parcel for the public beach recreation at the Kukui’ula Boat Harbor. Just last week
we were made aware of this application to add 400 residential units to this parcel instead of a
park. You promised a twenty acre park to the Koloa community for well over ten years. We
need that park for the youth of Koloa especially as we grow in residential and visitor units. This
park is imperative for the community. It is well situated flat terrain and can be tailored for use
by the youths’ soccer, pop warner, basketball, little league, it’s close to the Koloa School, and
the kids need a place to play. We all know the value of strong healthy bodies and they are our
future, kids left with nothing to do, well you know what can happen to them too. Poipu cannot
retain a world class destination with being a community of thugs and ne’er-do-wells. And what
about the sewer issue or lack thereof? Until we get our regional waste water treatment plant
built, we cannot add small treatment plants in what surely will be too close to the coast as we
face sea level rise. Koloa hopes to lead the island by being the first to install a regional treatment
plant for our area. The south shore coastline lava tube are the only habitat for the approximately
one hundred and fifty big eyed, no eyed cave spider in the entire world. You can witness the
Federal protection of this endangered species right across the street from these parcels where the
park is situated in the protected area, in the Kiahuna Golf Course. We have had more
development than any other part of the island. We are warm and kind to the visitors and part-
time residence in our area. But a promise is a promise and we have been waiting patiently for
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this twenty acre park. And it must be upheld for the children of Pa’anau Village Apartments and
the newest workforce housing being built between Poipu Road and Waikomo stream. We took
residencies away in Koloa camp and nothing has been built as promised in that area as of yet.
We don’t understand why you did not connect the Koloa Community Association before making,
or when this application was made—

Mr. Hull: Three minutes Mr. Chair.
Chair Mahoney: Could you summarize please.

Ms. i Pietro: We may have lost past Presidents Louie Abrams, David Chang, and Board member
Carol Davis but this is no reason to think of us as anything less than a community group that is
always open to dialogue and deserving of notice and communication. We know the past
agreements and we were trained by the best and the most akamai. The next generation is a part
of our planning and motivation. We do know the value of affordable housing but we are not
naive, a promise is a promise. Thank you for listening. Mahalo.

Chair Mahoney: We are going to take a 10 minute caption break.

The Commission recessed this portion of the meeting at 10:28 a.m.
The Commission reconvened this portion of the meeting at 10:42 a.m.

Chair Mahoney: I call the meeting back to order Please.

Mr. Hull: Next up we have Marty Kuala.

Chair Mahoney: Could you give your name for the record, please? And you have three minutes
for your testimony. Thank you.

Ms. Marty Kuala: Aloha. My name is Marty Kuala. I’ve been a resident of Koloa for forty-
seven years. And owned a business in Koloa for thirty-three of those years. I was on the South
Shore General Planning Committee and I am well aware of the promises that A & B made to the
community in order to gain approval for their development. Affordable homes are needed but
affordable housing will not be found adjacent to multi-million dollar dwellings, as I am sure you
realize. I am asking that you not allow A & B to re-nig on their promise of a park on that twenty
acre site as families in Poipu need that park. And as well, please don’t let them renege on their
promise of giving the Deed to the County for the park at Kukui’ula Habor. I know that you wish
the best for the Koloa/Poipu community and it is my hope that we can work together for that
purpose. Thank you very much.

Chair Mahoney: Thank you for your testimony.

Mr. Hull;: Next we have Ana Mo Des.

Chair Mahoney: Could you state your name for the record, please? And you have three minutes
for your testimony.

Ms. Ana Mo Des: Aloha. Good morning Commissioners my name is Ana Mo Des and I am
here to testify in opposition of the proposal and in favor for the park for Koloa. We must be in
accordance with the rule of law and fulfill all agreements. The reason why we are having so
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